
Thanks to the Electric Consumer  magazine for 
this months article! 

Electricity is the marvel that powers our 
world. Where would we be without it? Re-
member that electricity travels at the speed of 
light and in an instant can go from powering 
our modern lives to ending lives!! The key 
element to electrical safety is awareness and 
you have to make awareness a 24 hour a day, 
7 days a week effort. 

Using the ABCs, here are some tips to keep 
everyone safely grounded and adhering to the 
“letters” of electricity laws. 

Appliances: Use your appliances according 
to the manufacturers’ instructions. Make sure 
your appliances are all certified by an inde-
pendent testing laboratory such as UL. 

Bulbs: Check the wattage of all bulbs in 
lamps and light fixtures to make sure they are 
the correct wattage for the lamp or fixture. 
Make sure bulbs are screwed in securely—
loose bulbs may overheat. 

Cords: Never yank on a power cord to un-
plug it from an outlet. Use the grip at the plug 
end. Repairing a broken cord yourself is 
something to do with caution unless you have 
proper training. “Electrical” tape from the 
hardware store is most likely not rated for the 
heat that may be generated by electricity thru 
the cord. 

Downed power line: Stay away from fallen 
power lines. Call your electric provider imme-
diately. Even though lines don’t show signs of 
arcing or sparking, stay at least 10 feet away. 

Extension cords: They should only be used 
on a temporary basis and not as permanent 
wiring. Make sure the cord is the proper size 
for the appliance application to prevent over-
heating. Never run extension cords through 
walls, windows, or doors, or under rugs. 

Floods: Take care when stepping into a 
flooded basement. Submerged outlets or 
electrical cords may have energized the wa-
ter. Don’t use appliances that have been sub-
merged until they have been dried out and 
reconditioned by a qualified repair techni-
cian. 

Ground Fault Circuit Interrupter (GFCI): 
Test your GFCIs monthly and after every 
electrical storm. GFCIs are most commonly 
found in outlets in bathrooms and kitchens 
near sources of water. 

Heat: Check for any hot or discolored wall 
outlet or switch plate; a sure sign of danger-
ous heat buildup at connections. 

Inspections: Have an electrical inspection 
done in your home if it is more than 40 years 
old. The addition of major appliances may 
have your system overloaded. 

Jump: Don’t make yourself a path to 
ground. If a vehicle you are in comes in con-
tact with electric lines, stay inside the car. 
Only if the vehicle catches fire should you 
get out. If this occurs, jump clear from the 
vehicle without touching any of its metal 
surfaces and the ground at the same time. 

Kites: Never fly kites near power lines of any 
kind. String that is soiled or wet can conduct 
electricity at the speed of light. 

Ladders: Make sure ladders, antennas and 
other tall metal things do not contact electric 
lines. 

Mowers: Do not use electric power mowers, 
trimmers or other electric powered tools in 
the rain or on wet grass or in wet conditions. 

National Electrical Safety Month: The 
Electrical Safety Foundation International 
sponsors Electrical Safety Month each May 
in an effort to promote electrical safety. 
 

May is National Electrical Safety Month 

For What It Is Worth! Blind Dates 

After being with her all evening, the man couldn't take another minute with 
his blind date. Earlier, he had secretly arranged to have a friend call him to the 
phone so he would have an excuse to leave if something like this happened. 
 
When he returned to the table, he lowered his eyes, put on a grim expression 
and said, "I have some bad news. My grandfather just died." 
 
"Thank heavens," his date replied. "If yours hadn't, mine would have had to!" S
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“Our Work 

Shows Pride, 
With Safety 

As Our 
Guide”  



Outlets: Don’t overload outlets with too many appliances. Re-
place outlets that have loose-fitting plugs which can lead to arcing 
and fire. 

Plugs: Never remove the ground pin to make a three-pronged 
plug fit a two conductor outlet. 

Quickly:  Act quickly if you see someone who has been shocked. 
Don’t touch the person if they are still in contact with the power 
source. Unplug the equipment if possible and call 911. 

Respect: Always respect the power of 
electricity. One careless mistake can take 
a life. 

Space heaters:  Keep space heaters at 
least 3 feet away from any combustible 
materials like rugs, curtains, furniture, or 
bedding. Don’t use extension cords with 
space heaters. Space heaters take a lot of 
electricity. 

Trees: Don’t let kids climb trees if 
power lines are near. Don’t plant trees 
under power lines. 

UL, CSA, and ETL: Check the electrical products you buy for 
these stamps of approval. These independent agencies test prod-
ucts and certify their electrical safety. 
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The ABCs of Electric Safety -  Continued from front 
 

Phone: 260-824-3428 
Fax: 260-824-4422 

Mobile: 317-432-9604 

"We're Proud of Our Work" 

Safety is never an accident: it 
is always the result of high 

intention, sincere effort, intel-
ligent direction and skillful 
execution! It represents the 

wise choice of many alterna-
tives!! 

We’re on the Web! 
www.irvmat.com 

Words of Wisdom: 
What I have learned is but a hand-
ful of earth. What is left unlearned 
is the earth itself.  
  Tamil proverb 

April Showers Bring 
May Flowers 

Voltage Zone: Don’t let yourself become a conductor of elec-
tricity between a high and low voltage zone! If power lines are 
touching the ground, there may be a high voltage zone in this 
area. If you are in this area, don’t run or step away. Shuffle 
away with small steps keeping your feet together and on the 
ground at all times. 

Water: Don’t mix water and electricity. Don’t leave appliances 
plugged in where they might come into contact with water. If 
an appliance falls into water, unplug it before doing anything 
else. 

eXtinguishers: Make sure your home is equipped with a 
“class C” or “ABC” fire extinguisher and with smoke detec-
tors. 

Youngsters:  Keep an eye out for young children who are 
curious and like to stick fingers and other small objects into 
small holes—like wall outlets. Child-proof your home by cap-
ping outlets accessible to small children. 

Zapped: Avoid getting zapped at all costs! Real life isn’t like 
cartoons where characters get electrocuted in one scene and 
come right back. Even today's “reality shows” mockingly use 
electrical equipment. In real life, accidental contact with elec-
tricity can be deadly. To stay safe, we must always be mindful 
of it and respect it. 
Sources: ESFI, SafeElectricity, Electric Consumer  files 


