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As of November 24, 2008 the new Federal Highway Ad-

ministration (FHWA) mandate of worker visibility on all 

federal-aid roadways went into effect.  

Road workers and those in other occupations who are 

faced with the hazards of vehicular traffic conditions are 

the target of the Standard that was originally published 

in November 2006. 

The provisions of the Standard say, in a nut shell, that all 

workers within the right-of-way of a federal aid high-

way who are exposed to either highway vehicular traf-

fic or construction equipment within the work area 

shall wear high-visibility safety apparel that meets the 

Performance Class 2 or 3 requirements of the American 

National Standards Institute for High Visibility Apparel 

[ANSI/ISEA 107-2004]. This requirement is not time-of-

day sensitive or based on visibility. Whenever a worker is 

on foot on a roadway that could be considered a federal 

aid highway, high visibility safety apparel is a must!  

A federal aid roadway is most definitely our interstate 

system, but also includes all State and Municipal High-

ways and many County roadways because federal funds 

are used to build and maintain these roads. 

This has all been dictated because road workers are 

eight times more likely to be injured than the average 

worker, and twice as likely to be hurt as other construc-

tion workers.  

The apparel background material color shall be either 

fluorescent orange-red or fluorescent yellow-green as 

defined in the ANSI/ISEA 107-2004 standard. The ret-

FHWA Hi-Viz Requirements 

roreflective material shall be orange, yellow, white, sil-

ver, yellow-green or a fluorescent version of these colors 

and shall be visible at a minimum distance of 1000 feet. 

The retroreflective safety apparel has to be designed to 

clearly identify the wearer as a person. 

It makes perfect sense on any project or work site where 

people and vehicles are working in close proximity that 

persons are noticed by the driving public. When it comes 

to safety, the message is the same and so is the goal. 

Every effort goes into ensuring that workers return 

home to their families each evening in the same condi-

tion in which they left. 

This notice is important to our safety, not because the 

Federal Highway Administration says so, but because it is 

the right thing to do! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class 2 Vests 

 

 
 

 

 

Class 3 Vest 

The sleeves and the additional reflective material identi-

fies this vest as Class 3. Class 3 vests are required when 

the posted speed of traffic is greater than 50 MPH.  
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