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Optimism is the faith that leads to achievement. Nothing can be done without hope 
and confidence.  - -  Helen Keller 

Something to Think About!! 

NRMCA Excellence in Safety Awards for 2014 
Announced! 

The National Ready Mixed Concrete Association 
(NRMCA) Safety Contest winners were just recently 
announced.  The program is a safety performance and 
incentive/award program aimed to foster safe practices 
at ready mixed concrete plants across the US. It is a way 
to recognize those plants that have great safety re-
cords. The award program is a 3-tier system with the 
“Gold” award winners having an incident rate of zero; 
the “Silver” award winners having an incident rate of 
less than 1/2 of the industry average; and the “Bronze” 
award winners having an incident rate of less than the 
industry average. The industry average incident rate, as 
reported by the Bureau of Labor Statistics in January 
2015, is 4.4 (this means that 4.4 people per 100 sus-
tained a reportable injury in the ready mix concrete 
industry). 

Nationally, there were 1,051 plants entered in the 2014 
program (it is estimated that there are between 6,000 
and 7,000 plants in the United States). The participant 
plants produced 46,696,913 cubic yards  of concrete or 
on average 45,078 yards per plant. 

129 imi plants were en-
tered in the safety 
awards contest and 83 
won Gold awards.  That 
means that 83 imi plants 
did not have: any re-
portable injuries, or any 

DOT reportable accidents. Congratulations to: 

The plants in Tennessee; Buffalo Valley, Cookeville, 
Crossville, Dayton, Fayetteville, Goodlettsville, 
Jamestown, Lebanon, Lewisburg, Livingston, Mt. 
Juliet, Smithville, Springfield, Spring Hill, Tulla-
homa, Dover and Winchester. 

The plants in Kentucky; Bardstown, Barren River, 
Cynthiana, Elizabethtown, Glasgow, Harrodsburg, 

Lawrenceburg, Lebanon, Leitchfield, Morgan-
town, Nicholasville, Lexington, Russellville, 
Scottsville, Shelbyville, Taylorsville, Winchester, 
Central City, Madisonville, and Owensboro. 

The plants in Indiana: Corydon, New Albany, 
Rockport,  Lloyd Avenue, Oak Grove, Ft. Branch, 
Mt. Summit, McCordsville, Morris Street, Cam-
bridge City, Connersville, West 96th Street, Leba-
non, Tipton, Crawfordsville, Winamac, Anderson, 
East 96th Street, Belmont, Logansport, Peru, 
Whiteland, Spencer, Bedford, Martinsville, 
Bloomfield, Remington, Brookville, Sullivan, Bra-
zil, Frankfort, Greensburg, Remington Portable, 
Marion, Mooresville, Noblesville, Kokomo, Clin-
ton, Bloomfield Portable, Lynn Portable, Paoli, 
Scottsburg 

Plants in Ohio: Oxford and Hamilton 

Plant in Illinois: Lawrenceville 

NRMCA started the safety contest in 1996 and 
we have been participating that entire time. In 
those twenty years a lot of changes have oc-
curred within imi. We have grown and ex-
panded. One thing has not changed in that time 
and that is our Remington, Indiana plant. They 
have won a safety award 20 times in a row. A 
special congratulation goes out to the crew at 
Remington for their outstanding record!! 
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Safety is never an accident: it is 

always the result of high inten-

tion, sincere effort, intelligent di-

rection and skilled execution! It 

represents the wise choice of 

many alternatives!! 
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Boy, That Was A Close One!! 
  

    Have you ever said that to yourself after a close call? Have 

you ever thought, but for a fraction of an inch, a really serious situa-

tion was just avoided? Do you even realize that a near miss has just 

occurred?  

     Think about the difference between a near miss and a real inci-

dent. The consequences are vastly different, but the activities lead-

ing up to the event are probably no different at all. The only differ-

ence is a fraction of a second. Both resulted from not paying atten-

tion to the details of a situation and not considering what could go 

wrong. 

     Near misses should be a warning that a potentially serious situa-

tion was narrowly avoided. We need to heed these 

warnings and look for causes. These near misses need 

to be addressed. Bring them to the attention of your su-

pervisor or a member of the EHS group. 

     There are all kinds of statistics related to near 

misses. One study showed that for every 330 incidents 

of the same type, 300 produce no injuries, 29 produced 

minor injuries, and one produced a major injury. We can 

never know when that one major injury will occur. Pay close atten-

tion to those warnings, look for the root causes, and take actions to 

minimize the potential for a reoccurrence. 

THINK ABOUT THIS EXAMPLE 

     An air hose is lying on the floor in the shop area. Most people 

travel through the area to do something or other. No one remembers 

who used the air hose last or why it was left lying on the floor. There 

is room to walk around the hose on the floor and most people do. 

Then someone enters through the back while talking on their 

cell phone and carrying a few items that were picked up for the 

crew’s lunch. Being preoccupied with these other things, the 

hose is not noticed and the person catches a toe and stumbles 

but does not fall. Since lunch is the main priority no more 

thought was given to the hazard and nothing is done. Maybe 

later another person must access a tool that is on the bench 

behind the area where the hose is on the floor. In stepping 

through the hose, they catch a toe, take a tumble, fall and frac-

ture a wrist trying to break their fall. Now the hazard is recog-

nized and a hook is installed so that the hose can be stored 

when not in use.  

     How much better could it have been if the hazard had been 

recognized after the “close call” and remedied im-

mediately. Whenever you experience a near miss 

yourself or observe one that could have affected 

someone else, take the time to consider why it 

happened. If you can eliminate the hazard your-

self, do it. At least point out the situation to your 

supervisor and explain what happened. 

KEEP THE RIGHT ATTITUDE 

     Never take the attitude that a miss is as good as a mile. 

The next time it may be the last mile for you or a fellow worker 

or even a member of your family. In our efforts to eliminate 

injuries, the near miss is so important. Tell someone when 

something goes wrong, even if there were no serious conse-

quences. 

Have a Safe and Healthy September! 


