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The most fluent talkers or most plausible reasoners are not 
always the justest thinkers. 

 - - William Hazlitt   

Something to Think About!! 

    The Christmas and New Year holidays are 

quickly approaching, but there is still time to 

help me out. Therefore: 

Help me come up with a safety 
slogan for 2014! Something 

catchy and short. Something to 
keep people thinking safety eve-

ryday—all day long. 

Who knows, you may even get your picture in 

this newsletter! 

So far I have only received one suggestion and 

it is pretty easy to pick the winner out of all the 

entries at that rate. Please make it more diffi-

cult to choose! 

 

Some things never go out of style and defensive 

driving is an important one that becomes even more 

important during our winter driving season. 

Tips to remember for safe winter driving: 

1. See and be Seen—clean all of the frost, snow, 

and ice from your windshield, windows, mir-

rors, lights and reflectors before driving away. 

Make sure your wiper blades are in good work-

ing condition. Most vehicles have window 

washing capability, make sure your fluid level is 

adequate for sloppy road conditions. If you 

have trouble with moisture or ice on the inside 

or outside of the windshield, stop frequently to 

clear the windows. 

2. Traction is a concern during adverse winter 

driving—Tires with good deep tread are essen-

tial for good cornering and handling on slippery 

roads. Maintain the recommended tire pressure. 

3. Get the feel of the Road—Gently try the brakes 

when first starting out to get a feel for the road. 

Adjust your speed accordingly. Be aware of the 

temperature. Rising temperatures, near freezing, 

greatly increases the slipperiness of packed 

snow and ice. 

4. Practice Defensive Driving—Stretch your fol-

lowing distance. Winter conditions increases 

stopping distances many times. Generally, heav-

ier vehicles require longer distances to stop than 

lighter ones. Don’t tailgate!   

5. Watch the Road—be aware of what is coming 

just ahead. Slow down coming into curves. Un-

seen hazards around the bend may require eva-

sive action. Try to anticipate what could go 

wrong and be prepared. 

Note Worthy Note! 

Ho Ho Ho  

Merry Christmas 

     A part of what the EHS Group does is track our 

injuries and accidents.  Recently the report came 

out for the end of the imi fiscal year and the details 

are worth sharing, in fact they are worth shouting 

about! 

While the number of hours worked in 2012/2013 

increased by 17% over 2011/2012 the number of 

recordable injuries declined by 27%. The record-

able injury incident rate declined by 37% and our 

total injury incident rate declined by 50%.  

The days away from work due to injuries declined 

by 65% and the projected cost of worker compen-

sation injuries declined by more than 75% and let 

me tell you that is not chump change! 

The most significant decline was registered in the 

incurred compensation cost per hour worked, an 

almost 78% decrease! 

Way to Be SAFE!!  

A Big Thanks To All!! 

Winter Driving Tips! 
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Safety is never an accident: it is 

always the result of high inten-

tion, sincere effort, intelligent di-

rection and skilled execution! It 

represents the wise choice of 

many alternatives!! 
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6. Know Your Brakes—avoid locking your brakes if at all 

possible. You lose the ability to steer your vehicle if the 

tires are not rotating. Most modern passenger cars now 

have anti-lock braking systems that automatically pre-

vent locking up the brakes. This is a good safety im-

provement for cars and light trucks. If your vehicle  

does not have anti-lock brakes, pump the brake pedal to 

avoid locking the brakes. Of course, for trucks with air 

brakes you have to be careful to not lose your air pres-

sure. 

7. Use Proper Lights—never drive with parking lights in-

stead of headlights in winter’s early dusk and poor visi-

bility. Parking lights can give oncoming traffic a false 

sense of your location. Keep headlights and taillights 

clean. Dirty lights greatly reduce your seeing distance. 

Clean lights and windows require constant attention 

under winter driving conditions. 

8. Never Drink and Drive—what 

more is there to say. As a society 

we have made progress in this 

area, but we still have a ways to 

go. Way too many traffic fatali-

ties can still be attributed to sub-

stance impaired drivers. 

9. Use that Seat Belt—if you are unfortunate enough to be 

involved in a vehicle accident, or if you lose control on 

icy roads, that seat belt could be a life-saver. The seat belt 

will likely reduce the chance of being fatality injured or at 

least reduce the severity of an injury. Also, the seat belt 

keeps you in your driving position where you need to be 

to control the vehicle. 

10. Anticipate, Anticipate, Anticipate—the keys to defensive 

driving are attention to the task of driving and planning 

for the worst. Safe driving takes active thinking. Minimize 

distractions such as cell phones or eating while driving. 

 

 

According to AAA, New Years Day, usually the first few 

hours of that day, are the most deadly on US highways. 

Many of those deaths are the result of alcohol. Everyone 

should have a fun and safe holiday season, so as with all 

safety considerations, plan ahead and do everything you can to 

minimize the hazards associated with holiday celebrations. 

Don’t Drink and Drive, designate a driver if your party in-

volves alcoholic beverages, rent a room and stay over night 

rather than drive, or don’t participate in the libations. 
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